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1 Alps4EU-Final Conference 

Objective of the conference  

The focus of the conference lies on the question how cluster initiatives can support the 

internationalisation of SMEs through meta-clusters (small networks of cluster initiatives focussing 

on a specific topic or sector).  

Of course the internationalisation topic is discussed since the beginning of the whole cluster concept, 

but the instruments and tools for internationalisation are still very limited.  One way for supporting 

trans-regional cooperation of SMEs is the establishment meta-clusters. How meta-clusters can be 

implemented and which services and activities are useful for companies in their internationalisation 

process will be discussed during the conference.  The conference will be divided into two parts:  

First part of the day: Final Conference of the Alps4EU project 

In four thematic fields dealing with the question how policy can support the development and 

sustainability of meta-clusters one representative from the policy side and one representative from 

the cluster management side will present their experiences and recommendation.  The Agenda for 

the first part:  

09:00-09:30 Registration  
 

10:15-10:40 Opening and Welcome, Piedmont Region  

Giuseppe Benedetto (Regione Piemonte) 
 
Moderator: Ivan Boesso, (Veneto Innovazione S.p.A.) 

09:40-10:00 Outcomes Alps4EU (TFs results)  
Rossana Borello (Regione Piemonte) 

10:00-10:30 Synchronized funding for clusters in the BSR  macro-regional perspective 
Emily Wise (BSR innovation express) and Lotten Svensson (“Comfort in Living” metacluster )  

10:30-11:00 Transforming European meta-clusters in world class clusters  
Nikos Pantalos (World Class Clusters calls) and Patrick Vuillermoz (Wiintech metacluster)  

  

11:00-11:20 Coffee Break 
  

11:20-11:50 Clusters and emerging industries: the Danube macro-regional 
György Szabó (Hungarian Ministry for National Economy) and Werner Pamminger 
(Clusterland)  

11:50-12:10 Public-Private Partnerships in Horizon 2020: a nurturing environment for metaclusters?  
Dimitri Corpakis (DG Research and Innovation) and Dario Scapaticci cluster manager 
(“Factories of the future” - MESAP) 

12:10-12:40 

 

Alpine Space toward 2020  
Christian Salletmaier (MA Alpine Space) 

  

13:45-14:00 Conclusion and Closing of the conference   



 

 

 

2 Alps4EU-Final Conference 

Second part of the day: Intercluster workshop with cluster managers 

In an interactive workshop cluster managers will discuss about their experiences in establishing 

meta-clusters, a useful organisational structure for a network of cluster initiatives and objectives and 

activities which can be realised through meta-clusters.  The Agenda for the Intercluster workshop:  

 

14:00-14:05 Introduction  
Moderator: Konstantin Schneider (MFG Baden-Wuerttemberg mbH) 

14:05-14:25 International clusters cooperation   
Alessandro Minello (Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia) 

14:25-14:45 Experiences from a Meta-Cluster – AlpPlastic  
By Jacques P. Bersier  (Hochschule für Technik und Architektur Freiburg) 

  

14:45-15:00 Coffee Break 
  

15:00-16:30 Debate about the Internationalization of SMEs and the role of Meta-Clusters 
Moderator: Konstantin Schneider (MFG Baden-Wuerttemberg mbH) 
Participants: Dario Scapaticci (MESAP), Antonella Venza (Luce in Veneto), … 

16:30-17:00 Summary of the results of the discussion 
Moderator: (tbc) 

  

17:00-17:30 Conclusion and Closing of the conference   
  

 

 

 


