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Besançon, France 
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CLUSTERS CATALOGUE  

 
 
 
The workshop is part of the international company mission planned in the framework of the exhibition 
Micronora 2012, the biannual international fair on micro-technologies, and the Micro & Nano-
technologies brokerage event. 
 
The International company mission is organised in the framework of ALPS4EU, a EU project co-financed by 
Alpine Space Programme 2007-2013, with the aim to overcome clusters initiatives fragmentation 
favouring the emergence of meta-clusters, and  in synergy with the Enterprise Europe Network with the 
support of the Enterprise Europe Network Nano and Microtechnologies Sector Group. 
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Alps4EU EU project co-financed by Alpine Space Programme 2007-2013. 

The objective of this project is to connect clusters in the Alpine region more 

closely and to overcome their fragmentation by specifically strengthening 

cluster initiatives, favouring the emergence of trans-regional meta-clusters. 

On this purpose, the project intends to apply a macro-regional vision for driving 

Alpine area clusters to be more competitive in the European scenario for the 

benefit of all Alpine Space's economy, with a specific focus in four key sectors: 

Energy and Green Tech; Mechatronics and Engineering; Chemistry and New Materials; ICT.  

The aim of the project will be reached by developing a trans-regional cluster strategy addressing policy 

makers, cluster managers and industry partners, through the following concrete measures: 

 
• Support clusters in their internationalisation (e.g. by joint transnational projects and the exchange of 

knowledge, resources, people and best practices) 

• Initiate inter-cluster cooperation (e.g. by company missions) 

• Ensure visibility through professional coordination and positioning of the Alpine cluster initiatives on 

a European level (e.g. in European cluster initiatives and networks) 

 
 
 

 
The Enterprise Europe Network was created in 2008 by the European 

Commission, with the objective to support in particular SMEs to develop their 

innovation potential, and to make them aware about European policies. 

The Enterprise Europe Network brings together close to 600 member 

organisations from more than 50 countries, and it’s the largest network co-

financed by the European Commission to foster innovation and competitiveness of 

SMEs. 

Its members are connected through powerful databases, they know Europe inside out, and have been 

working together for years. 

So, the Network’s members have a long experience in offering support to SMEs for their innovation and 

technology transfer activities, and they can either assist their clients on the spot or put them in touch with 

the specialised branch in their region.  

 

The Enterprise Europe Network Micro & Nano Sector Group 

addresses the growing importance of nano and microtechnologies, a 

sector with huge potential for technology transfer and R&D 

collaborations and with a rising debate on legislation, policy 

development and ethics.  

Actions include :  

- Mapping of regional competences and needs  

- Brokerage events and missions for business, technological and research partnerships  

- Information and first stop assistance to FP7 programs and other relevant EU initiatives  

- Information on EU policies and legislation and assistance in policy development through Interactive Policy 

Making (IPM).  
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International Inter- cluster Workshop 
 
This workshop has been organized in the framework of the Alps4 EU Company Mission on Micro-
technology and Precision Industry, and in strict collaboration with the Enterprise Europe Network, 
with the aim to foster international technology transfer activities and to promote innovation and 
competitiveness among SMEs and clusters in the Alpine area. 
 
The whole programme of the mission also included the visit CSEM – Swiss Centre for Electronics and 

Microtechnology, the participation to Pre-arranged bilateral meetings in the framework of Micro & Nano-

technologies brokerage event, and a visit to Micronora Fair. 

The main objectives of the workshop are the following: 
 

- Identify the cooperation potential of Clusters and foster inter-clusters activities and collaborations, 
with a particular focus on the Alpine area. 

- Collect inputs about possible concrete actions at policy making level to be developed in order to 
overcome clusters fragmentation. 

- Identify strategies to be implemented at clusters managers level in order to overcome 
cluster isolation and fragmentation by the setting up of inter-clusters collaboration activities (such as 
harmonization of clusters operational programmes, sharing infrastructures or exchange of 
researchers). 

 

 
PROGRAMME of the WORKSHOP: 
 

h. 11.00 – 11.10: Welcome and presentation of the Enterprise Europe Network and of the Alps4EU 
project 

h. 11.10 – 12.30: Clusters presentations 

h. 12.30 – 13.00: Presentation and discussion about the Alps4EU survey on possible pilot actions at 
policy makers and clusters managers level.  

h. 13.00 – 14.00: Networking cocktail 

 
 
Main Organizers: 
 

 
 

 
Unioncamere Piemonte - Torino (IT) 
 
For further information: 
Katia Costa  
e-mail: k.costa@pie.camcom.it 
Tel. +39 011 5669236 
 

 
CCIR de Franche-Comté – Besançon (FR) 
 
For further information: 
Anne-Marie Vieux 
e-mail: AMVIEUX@franche-comte.cci.fr 
Tel. +33 3 81474207 
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1. Distretto Green & High Tech Monza Brianza 

 
Country/Region: Italia - Lombardia 

Name of cluster initiative: Distretto Green & High Tech Monza Brianza 

Year of foundation: 2008 

Thematic focus: ICT and Renewable Energy 

Main Sectors of application: Energy: PV, Smart Grids  
ICT: microelectronics 

Total Cluster Members: 95 

Of which: 
Enterprises:  95 

(SMES: 80) 

Research Institutions: 3 
(Close collaboration with 
main research institutions) 
 

 

Not previously experienced 
Experienced 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

No 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects Yes 

Of which: Large enterprises: Yes SMEs: Yes Research Institutions: Yes 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: 

 

RTD programmes as: 

PULP (Intelligent microelectronic controller 
for Sola Panel); TESPI (Innovative Combined 
Thermal-Electrical Solar Panel); Sustainable 
Mobility in the Territory Programs; Italian 
MIUR programmes for Innovation; CNCB 
(Cluster and Network Cooperation for 
Business Success in Central Europe) 

On-going activity to link with European 
Program through Lombardy Institution 

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: 

Semiconductors clusters forum 
EAI – European Alliance for Innovation 

 
 
Description 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Distretto Green & High Tech Monza-Brianza is a cluster of 95 member companies (including major 
corporations and small and medium enterprises), operating in the two main sectors of ICT and Renewable 
Energy. 

Its mission is to increase the competitivity of the industrial presence in Brianza, adding value and promoting 
the territory, by stimulating and helping the emergence of synergies between Political Institutions and 
Companies and between SMEs and Multinational Enterprises. 

The companies operating in the cluster have expertise  in the two main sectors of Renewable 
Energy and ICT. 

� As far as renewable energies are concerned, they especially deal with biomass and photovoltaic 
technologies. 

 
� On the other hand, the experience in the ICT sector is related in particular to microelectronic, with 

companies operating both in the design and in the production of integrated circuit and 
microelectronic boards. 
Furthermore, the cluster also counts other companies with competencies in telecommunications, 
such as system integrators dealing with, for example, telecommunication systems, Networking,  
video-surveillance and controlled accesses. 
Finally, a last area of expertise in ERP (Enterprise Resource Planning) software development, web-
design, on-line marketing applications and Business Intelligence analysis software. 

 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 
Distretto Green and High Tech Monza Brianza already works collaboratively with a variety of partners on a 
global basis, in Europe and more locally within Italy and specifically in Lombardy and Monza-Brianza 
County. 

Currently, it  aims at enlarging workspaces of its SMEs abroad, exploring new opportunities for cooperation 
on European Projects as well as establishing links with SMEs for cross-business development and new 
opportunities. 

Thus, target partner sought are other clusters working on Microelectronics and Renewable 
Energies looking for new opportunities to share knowledge and common ideas for further development. 

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Paolo Piccinelli 

Phone:  +39 0396396304 

E-mail:  p.piccinelli@distrettohtmb.it 
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2. INNOMAG e.V. 

 
Country/Region: Germany 

Name of cluster initiative: INNOMAG 

Year of foundation: 2007 

Thematic focus: Magnetic microsystems 

Main Sectors of application: Automotive, industrial automation, measurement and 
testing. 

Total Cluster Members: 35 

Of which: 
Enterprises:   27 

(SMES: ) 50% 
Research Institutions: 8 

 
Not previously experienced Experienced 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

No 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects Yes 

Of which: Large enterprises:  SMEs: Research Institutions: 8 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: 

German national programmes 
FP7 

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

A German cluster stands for the promotion of magnetic micro and nanotechnology including their different 
sensor principles – which primarily are based upon the AMR-, GMR- and the Hall Effect as well as on the 
advanced TMR technology.  

The GMR effect, discovered by Peter Grünberg (honorary member of the German cluster) in 1988, has 
considerably contributed within a very short time to a substantial further development in the area of memory 
and information technology. As in other areas, the future potential is still far away from being fully utilised. 
 
The German cluster is a registered association founded in 2007 with support of the Ministry for 
Econonomics, Transport, Agriculture and Viniculture Rheinland-Pfalz. The association has 31 Members 
located in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.  

The main objective is the conjunction of resources in the area of research, development and assembly.  
 
Therefore, all potentials of magnetic Microsystems technology should be bundled and coordinated. The 
advantages for all involved enterprises and research institutes are obvious: expansion of know-how, 
promotion of joined-up thinking and not least an improved added value. 

Magnetic Microsystems are of great economic importance for the whole value-added chain – from sensors to 
modules. Magnetic sensors are a key element for various applications: Automotive engineering, traffic 
engineering, non-destructive materials testing, automation, and medical technology. 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 
Technical cooperation, Networking, matchmaking 

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Dr. Jürgen Gerber 

Phone:  +49 176 811 98 0 95 

E-mail: gerber@innomag.org 
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3. MATERALIA 

 
Country/Region: FRANCE – Lorraine and Champagne regions 

Name of cluster initiative: MATERALIA 

Year of foundation: 2005 

Thematic focus: Innovative materials, processes and products 

Main Sectors of application: Automotive, aeronautics, medical device, energy 

Total Cluster Members: 130 

Of which:  
Enterprises:   77 

(SMES: ) 48 
Research Institutions:  

33 

 

Not previously experienced 
Some experience 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

Yes 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects  

Of which: Large enterprises:  SMEs: Research Institutions:  

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes:  

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: 

European cluster collaboration platform 
www.clustercollaboration.eu/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 
MATERALIA is one of about 70 French “Competitiveness Clusters”, started in 2005 and aimed at 
strengthening the links between Industry and Academic Research thanks to large collaborative and 
innovative projects. 
 
It is situated in North-Eastern France (Lorraine and Champagne regions), and focuses on innovative 
materials, processes and products. MATERALIA fosters and builds up collaborative and innovative projects 
bringing together companies, laboratories and higher education in 4 core markets: energy, aeronautics, 
automotive, medical devices. 
5 main fields supporting the strategic target markets have been identified : 
Metallurgy, where large developments are required to meet the challenges of energy and sustainable 
development: higher temperature, more corrosive environment, longer lifecycle. Lighter materials are also 
needed for aeronautics and transportation.  
Composites, for lighter aeronautical parts, transportations, with a focus on increased safety and detection of 
defects, 
Nanomaterials, with a view to enhancing materials properties of metals, composites, ceramics, … and finding 
radically new ways. 
New Processes : high speed machining, rapid prototyping and manufacturing… in order to increase 
industry’s ability to respond quickly and in an appropriate way to customer’s requirements. 
Sustainable Development: to be able to produce safely in a responsible way by considering Life Cycle 
Analysis from the start of a project. 
  
MATERALIA counts 130 members, industrial, academic and local authorities. Prominent members are 
ArcelorMittal, Saint Gobain, PSA Peugeot Citroën, Mersen, Group Fives, the Universities of Lorraine, Troyes 
and Reims, as well as leading engineering schools (Mines de Nancy, Arts et Métiers, Supelec,…). 
As a Competitiveness Cluster MATERALIA is entitled to label collaborative projects and recommend them to 
public funding schemes and private investors.  
 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 

We are interested in contacts with clusters with related activities in order to : 
- Exchange information on our members and projects  
- Organize mutual visits or encounters (cluster staff and members) 
- Potentially co-organize events if relevant 

- Look for or offer competencies that may be complementary 

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Anne DELILLE 

Phone :  +33 6 61 23 13 28 

E-mail:  anne.delille@materalia.fr 
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4. MESAP - "Mechatronics and Systems for Advanced P roduction" 
Innovation Cluster 

 
Country/Region: Italia-Piemonte 

Name of cluster 

initiative: 
MESAP - "MEchatronics and Systems for Advanced Production" Innovation Cluster 

Year of foundation: 2009 

Thematic focus: Mechatronics and Advanced Manufacturing Systems 

Main Sectors of 

application: 

Manufacturing plants and machines, robotics, automotive, railway, aerospace, 
packaging systems, energy, biomedicine, household machines, food and 
agriculture, textile, printers, chemical 

Total Cluster 

Members: 
175 

Of which: 
Enterprises: 164  

(SMES: 132) 
Research Institutions: 11 

 

Not previously experienced 
Experienced 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

Yes 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects Yes 

Of which: Large enterprises: Yes SMEs: Yes Research Institutions: Yes 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: 

MESAP as Cluster has launched a specific 
“Mechatronics European Intercluster Project” 
with some Cluster from France and Germany. 
MESAP Members (both Large Companies and 
SMEs) have experience in projects of 7th 
Framework Programme  

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: European Cluster Alliance 

 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 
As far as the cluster’s membership is concerned, MESAP has a strong SMEs basis: together with large 
international leading companies (both national and multinational), they cover/include many competences, 
well distributed inside different supply chains involving mechatronics. 
The cluster includes some world leaders in their respective fields, both large Companies and SMEs: the main 
sectors of application are automotive, railway, aerospace, manufacturing/assembling/packaging systems, 
robotics, household machines, etc. 
 
One fundamental strength of MESAP is the diversity and complementarities of different competences, 
including many different fields and markets and enabling strong innovation capabilities based on cross 
fertilization/hybridisation/recombination, which leads to structured synergies among different actors and 
competences, also including excellent, internationally recognized, R&D Providers. 
 
The technological skills of cluster members are focused on three main strategic development axis: 

� SMART products: mechatronics applications for products addressed both to consumer market and 
to industrial uses for operating machines; 

� FLEX processes: applications of mechatronics and advanced production systems to construction 
and assembly processes, aimed at making them highly efficient and flexible; 

� GREEN processes: mechatronics and advanced production systems applications aimed at making 
construction and assembly processes highly sustainable and environment-friendly 

and five methods / tools / technologies development paths: 
1) VIPS (VIrtual Performance Simulation) - SW/HW for product, process development and testing 
2) MECHA (MECHatronics Automation) – Advanced mechatronics controls for products and processes 
3) HMI - Human Machine Inteface for products and processes 
4) MICRONA -MICROtechnologies/NAnotechnologies for products and processes 
5) MANTRA (MANufacturing TRAnsformation) – New transformation manufacturing and assembly 

processes 
 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 
 
At the cluster level, MESAP is open to international collaborations with similar and complementary 
Innovation Clusters to: 
 

− participate to cooperative R&D European/international projects 
− share skills and competences, exchanging best practises and technology transfer methods 
− create synergies 
− value the results of R&D projects supported through MESAP 
− enhance commercial relationships between our Partners and international ones 

 
MESAP members also are open to collaborate both with RTD Performers and Industrial Partners in 
international projects (ex. 7FP). 

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Cristina Cuscunà 

Phone: +39 011. 5718225 

E-mail: c.cuscuna@ui.torino.it 
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5. MicroTEC Südwest 

 
Country/Region: Germany/Baden-Wurttemberg 

Name of cluster initiative: MST BW - MicroTEC Südwest 

Year of foundation: 2005 

Thematic focus: Mechatronics and Engineering; Microtechnologies 

Main Sectors of application: 

Automotive / Transport;  

Biomedical /Health; 

Industrial automation 

 

Total Cluster Members: 353 

Of which: 
Enterprises:   250 

(SMES: 230 ) 
Research Institutions: 
62 

 

Not previously experienced 
 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

YES 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects YES 

Of which: Large enterprises: 1 SMEs:3 Research Institutions: 6 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: NMP, ICT 

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: no 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 

MicroTEC Südwest is a cluster that unites more than 350 companies, institutions, universities, and research 

facilities with more than 1,200 scientists in the Southwest of Germany. 

MicroTEC Südwest is thus one of the largest technology clusters in Europe addressing: 

- mobility and sensor systems 

- life sciences and medical technology 

- mechanical engineering and process technology 

- resources, energy, and environment. 

Global players in the cluster include Robert Bosch, Roche Diagnostics, Festo, Endress + Hauser, Sick, and 

Testo and complete the spectrum of mainly small and medium sized enterprises. 

 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 
 
We provide: access to SMEs, big companies or research organisations for joint projects in Germany's 
Southwest. 
 
We are open for intercluster activities e.g. for exchange of good practice or joint events to facilitate 
member to member interactions. In addition we want to enable international R&D or business cooperations. 
 
Our 350 cluster organisations offer know-how, expertise and services in microtechnologies and smart 
systems for a broad spectrum of applications. 
 
Innovative technologies include thin film chip technologies, SiC-technologies, MID-technologies as well as 
established MEMS and microtechnologies. 

 
 
Contacts for further information 
 

Christine Neuy 

Phone:   +49 761 386909-12 
 

E-mail: christine.neuy@mstbw.de 
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6. Nano and Materialinnovations Niedersachsen 

Country/Region: Germany / Niedersachsen (Lower Saxony) 

Name of cluster initiative: Nano and Materialinnovations Niedersachsen 

Year of foundation: 2000 

Thematic focus: Nano and materialinnovations 

Main Sectors of application: Surface engineering, lightweight constructions, nano and 
new materials 

Total Cluster Members: 53 

Of which: 
Enterprises:   31 

(SMES: )20 
Research Institutions: 
17 

 

Not previously experienced 
Experienced 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

Yes 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects Yes 

Of which: Large enterprises:  SMEs: Research Institutions:  

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes:  

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 
NMN e. V. coordinates comprehensive knowledge network with partners from research, business and 
administration and offers its members extended possibilities by means of 

- supports particularly small- and medium-sized businesses in Niedersachsen with targeted services 
- provides specialized information and advancement of promising nano and material topics 
- brings together relevant players from the industry and science 
- activates new markets with innovative product developments 

 
NNM e. V. primarily concentrates on the three promising leading topics of: 

- New Materials 
- Lightweight Construction 
- Surface Technology 
- as well as process technology as a cross-sectional function 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 

 
- new international business contacts 
- international partners for cooperation projects (surface engineering, lightweight construction, nano 

and new materials) 

- create a platform of international working groups and events 

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Mrs Dr. Nadine Teusler 

Phone: 0049 551 49607-25 

E-mail:  mail@nmn-ev.de 
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7. PhotonicNet 

 
Country/Region: Germany 

Name of cluster initiative: PhotonicNet 

Year of foundation: 2000 

Thematic focus: Optics and Photonics 

Main Sectors of application: Horizontal 

Total Cluster Members: 38 

Of which: 
Enterprises:    

(SMES: ) 21 
Research Institutions:  
13 

 

Not previously experienced 
 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

No 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects no 

Of which: Large enterprises:  SMEs:  Research Institutions:  

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes:   

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: Photonics 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 
Optical Technologies are considered to offer a great business potential to Lower Saxony and in particular to 
the Hanover/Göttingen area in Northern Germany. But this potential is not sufficiently explored at present. 
The discussions between representatives of business, research and the German Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF) show that progress is needed in order to benefit from this potential. 
 
The main principle of the Competence Network "PhotonicNet" is to initiate interdisciplinary cooperation 
within the framework of Optical Technologies in order to accelerate research, to increase the visibility of 
applications and to promote the training of the younger people with appropriate initiatives. 
 
This kind of regional policy enhances considerably the possibilities for recent application fields of Optical 
Technologies and encourages their effective use on the market. 
 
PhotonicNet creates significant synergetic effects which are well above mutual cooperation between 
partners. At this point we stress the importance of analysing teaching policy and labour market in order to 
describe their tendencies to our partners. 
 
The PhotonicNet area has a reputation to be a centre of Optical Technologies with a great tradition. The 
cooperation within the Competence Network contributes to benefit optimally from knowledge and business 
potentials. Furthermore it gives a chance to identify new application fields of Optical Technologies. Thus 
PhotonicNet also deepens the activities of the general and national Competence Network. 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 

Cluster best practices.  
Innovation 
B2B, missions, events, match-making 
European projects.  

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Thomas Fahlbusch 

Phone: +495112771640 

E-mail: fahlbusch@photonicnet.de 
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8. Plastipolis 

 
Country/Region: France- Region of Rhône-Alpes and Franche-Comté 

Name of cluster initiative: Plastipolis 

Year of foundation: 2005 

Thematic focus: Plastics engineering 

Main Sectors of application: Transport, packaging, healthcare, energy, construction, etc. 

Total Cluster Members: 378 

Of which: 
Enterprises:   227 

(SMES: 90%) 
Research Institutions: 
70 

 
Not previously experienced Experienced  

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

Yes 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects Yes  

Of which:  
Large enterprises: 
about 5  

SMEs: about 30 Research Institutions: about 5 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: 

Cotech, Impress, Cornet, Hitteg, Interphet, 
Novelpack, Nanocom, Minam 2.0, OPERA, 
Clusterplast, Alplastics, etc. 

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: 

European cluster collaboration platform 
www.clustercollaboration.eu/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 
Plastipolis is the only French Competitiveness Cluster in the field of Plastics engineering. Its main objective is 
to promote innovation and develop cooperation between companies and academia. Based in the regions of 
Rhône-Alpes and Franche-Comté, the cluster now regroups around 380 members of which 227 companies. 
The cluster’s activity covers the whole value chain of plastics processing, from material 
formulation/compounds, material processing to product assembly. Our strategic technology development 
areas include innovative processes, new materials/eco-conception, smart plastics products. 
 
Plastipolis is actively involved in inter-clustering activities and international collaborations. It has so far 
participated in 15 European projects. Our partners are located both in and outside Europe (USA and Japan, 
etc.).  

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 
Collaborative R&D projects, innovation platforms, networking,  match-making events, etc.  

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Mr Maudez le Dantec 

Phone:  +33 (0)9 79 73 30 16 ; +33 (0)6 48 18 88 76 
 

E-mail: maudez.ledantec@plastipolis.fr 
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9. Pôle des Microtechniques 

 
Country/Region: France – Franche -Comtée 

Name of cluster initiative: Pôle des Microtechniques 

Year of foundation: 2005 

Thematic focus: Microtechnics 

Main Sectors of application: luxury goods, biomedical, sensing, transports, aeronautics, 
and energy 

Total Cluster Members: 87 

Of which: 
Enterprises:   73 

(SMES: )68 
Research Institutions: 
11 

 
Not previously experienced experienced 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

Yes (Interreg) 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects Yes 

Of which: Large enterprises:  SMEs: about 8 Research Institutions: 11 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: FP7, Eurostar, Celtic+,  

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: 

EPOSS associated 
Microtechnics Alliance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

The main objective of the Microtechniques cluster, cluster labellised as French competitiveness cluster, is to 
increase competitiveness and innovation in the field of microtechnologies in Franche-Comté area. Pôle des 
Microtechniques is looking for new cooperations with other clusters, with industry and with reseach 
organisations. 

Since its creation, the competitiveness cluster has approved about 220 projects and helped the development 
of innovative projects gathering companies and researchers. The cluster counts 87, among which 73 
companies and 11 academics and R&D centers. 

Franche-Comté area benefits of the highest density of know-how, research and education in 
microtechniques and represents 1 to 2 % of the microtechnology market in the world. 

The main technologies addressed by the cluster are: conventional process with high precision, 
micromanufacturing  clean room non-conventional process, micro-assembly; microinjection, micro-moulding, 
surface treatment and development of microsystems. 

The main targeted markets are luxury goods, biomedical, sensing, transports, aeronautics, and energy. 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 
R&D cooperation projects, B to B meeting, networking, conference and congress, …. 

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Olivier Mérigeaux 

Phone: + 33 6 19 25 95 38 

E-mail: o.merigeaux@polemicrotechniques.fr 
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10. Pole Véhicule du Futur 

 
Country/Region: France / Alsace and Franche Comté 

Name of cluster initiative: Pole Véhicule du futur 

Year of foundation: 2005 

Thematic focus: Surface Transportation 

Main Sectors of application: automotive 

Total Cluster Members: 210 

Of which: 
Enterprises:   168 

(SMES: 91 ) 
Research Institutions: 9 

 

Not previously experienced 
experienced 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

yes 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects Yes 

Of which: Large enterprises: 5 SMEs: 10 Research Institutions: 5 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: 

ROK, JTI, Interreg A&B, 7th Framework  
 

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: EASN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 
Create solutions for tomorrow's vehicles and mobility systems with a view to achieving sustainable 
development for the territories. 
Since 2005 we  founded 88 projects for a total budget of €220M (included  17 European projects and 2 tests 
platforms) 
Projects involving: 
  183 enterprises including 50 % SMEs  
  119 public research laboratories 
 
Our actual collaborations are focused on Baden Württemberg, Bayern and Italian Piedmont. 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 
Collaborative R&D projects with short terms applications (less than 5 years) based on smart sensors and 
actuators. 

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Eric GROSS 

Phone: + 33  687 534 693 

E-mail: eg@vehiculedufutur.com 
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11. SECPhO 

 
Country/Region: Spain 

Name of cluster initiative: SECPhO 

Year of foundation: 2009 

Thematic focus: Optics and Photonics 

Main Sectors of application: Horizontal 

Total Cluster Members: 53 

Of which: 
Enterprises:    

(SMES: ) 29 
Research Institutions:  
14 

 

Not previously experienced 
 

Cluster management directly involved in international 
projects 

YES 

Cluster Members involved in international and RTD projects YES 

Of which: Large enterprises: 2 SMEs: 10 Research Institutions: 14 

Experience in the following cooperation and RTD 
programmes: FP7  

Membership in an innovation orientated 
international cluster platform: Photonics 21, ETP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International cooperation experience 
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Description 
 

 
Southern European Cluster in Photonics and Optics (SECPhO) is a business oriented cluster initiative for the 
optics and photonics sector, bringing together Large Enterprises SMEs, and research centers around this 
fundamental idea: 
Improve competitiveness in the Photonics and Optics sector in Southern Europe. 
 
The driving forces in the local market that have motivated this cluster are: 
 
    Exploit the important current and future scientific and technological base 
    Help companies grow and facilitate creation of new technological companies 
    Specialized advanced training and education of human resources 
    Exportation as a key factor for growth 
    Connect and involve large sophisticated end-users of photonics and optics (local and international) with 
the cluster initiative 
 
The photonics and optics sector is of maximum relevance in solving the XXI’s centuries mayor challenges. 
The European Union declared photonics to be a Key Enabling Technology (KET), thereby recognizing the 
importance of this sector in confronting societies challenges today and in the future. Photonics was defined 
in 1967 by Pierre Aigrain, a French scientist, as: 
 
'Photonics is the science of the harnessing of light. Photonics encompasses the generation of light, the 
detection of light, the management of light through guidance, manipulation, and amplification, and most 
importantly, its utilization for the benefit of mankind' 
 
Get to know the SECPhO members through the capacities matrix and find the products, services or partners 
in photonics and optics that you are looking for. 

 
Type of cooperation searched 
 

Cluster best practices.  
Innovation 
B2B, missions, events, match-making 
European projects.  

 
Contacts for further information 
 

Andres Cifuentes 

Phone: +34606593361 

E-mail: info@secpho.org 

 


